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Objectives. This paper examines the investment industry’s potential role in progressing sustainability through Sustainable Investing. This paper identifies a new category of risk that is currently mismanaged by fiduciaries, defines this quantifiable risk as sustainability risk, and examines the personal, financial and societal implications should this risk continue to go unmanaged. Further, the paper shows that in managing an investor’s sustainability risk, the gap between the business case for SRI and the ethical case for SRI is bridged.  This allows for a simplistic, yet powerful development of portfolio theory, allowing investment practitioners to better apply sustainability factors in practice. Methods. A qualitative research design was used to investigate the roles, standards of conduct and procedures of the fiduciary in the investment industry. Regulatory manuals, texts and documents used by financial advisors, academic literature, past legal proceedings, and journal articles were consulted. Results.  A simple, quantifiable investment management process between the fiduciary and the investor is outlined, in order to incorporate sustainability risk into the investment process.  Conclusions. This paper finds that the Standards of Conduct of fiduciaries must be modified to mandate fiduciaries to educate, measure and manage the sustainability risk of their clients.  A number of Sustainable Investment Strategies are outlined, as tools for fiduciaries to reduce sustainability risk in investment portfolios. Further, should a client have a low tolerance for sustainability risk, it must be reduced through Sustainable Investment Strategies.
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